Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program

The Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program is a highly competitive program that
encourages domestic small businesses to engage in Federal Research/Research and
Development (R/R&D) that has the potential for commercialization. Through a competitive
awards-based program, SBIR enables small businesses to explore their technological potential
and provides the incentive to profit from its commercialization. By including qualified small
businesses in the nation's R&D arena, high-tech innovation is stimulated and the United States
gains entrepreneurial spirit as it meets its specific research and development needs.

https://www.sbir.gov/

Air Force Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program

The Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program was established by Congress in 1982 to
fund research and development (R&D) by small businesses of 500 or fewer employees. Eleven
federal agencies participate in the program, including the Department of Defense.

The Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) program was established in 1992 to fund
cooperative R&D projects with small businesses and non-profit U.S. research institutions, such
as universities. Five federal agencies participate, including the Department of Defense. Both
programs focus on projects and services with the potential to develop into a product for
military or commercial sectors.

https://www.afsbirsttr.af.mil/

AFWERX

Established in 2017 by the Secretary of the Air Force and reporting to the Vice Chief of Staff of
the Air Force, AFWERX is a catalyst for agile Air Force engagement across industry, academia
and non-traditional contributors to create transformative opportunities and foster an Air Force
culture of innovation. The ultimate aim is to solve problems and enhance the effectiveness of
the Air Force.

We enable thoughtful, deliberate, ground-up innovation across the Air Force. We do this
through an innovation approach that combines startup urgency with the largest pool of
motivated talent in the world to uncover opportunities to improve Air Force capabilities,
connect and engage the right stakeholders, and facilitate outcomes.

https://www.afwerx.af.mil/

SOFWERX

SOFWERX is a platform established under a Partnership Intermediary Agreement between
USSOCOM and DEFENSEWERX to help USSOCOM solve challenging Warfighter problems. We


https://www.sbir.gov/
https://www.afsbirsttr.af.mil/
https://www.afwerx.af.mil/

are a public facing emissary that facilitates collaboration, innovation, prototyping and
exploration with Industry, Labs, Academia and Government Stakeholders.

https://www.sofwerx.org/

Air Force Small Business Cybersecurity Workshop Training

Northrop Grumman, in collaboration with the USC Center for Economic Development, is
offering free cybersecurity training to small businesses through an Air Force Small Business
Office Mentor Protégé Program.

Register at the following site:

https://business.defense.gov/Events/
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